[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Senators Peterson, Murray and Morrell, Representative Abramson and Councilmember Gisleson-Palmer.
 
First, my sincere thanks for bringing the select committee meeting to New Orleans. It’s hard for me or members of my organization to get to Baton Rouge. I didn’t want to extend a long and tiring meeting further by adding to public comment, so I’m writing my group’s request to you instead.
 
I live in Mid-City and write on behalf of the Mid-City Neighborhood Organization. The pending hospital developments have dismantled the neighborhood next to ours. We welcome economic development, including development of the BioSciences industry. We strongly endorse bringing these developments to Tulane Ave. as part of the BioDistrict. But uncertainty over what comes next is casting a pall over the recovery of our residential neighborhoods.
 
The BioDistrict (aka GNOBEDD) currently runs from Loyola to Carrollton and from Iberville to Earhart. We want you to amend HB 576, which will be debated in the House next Thursday (June 2) to take the residential neighborhoods of Mid-City OUT. We propose keeping Tulane as part of the BioDistrict. I’ve attached a map showing what this modified boundary would look like.
 
Mid-City voters were never balloted on whether they wanted their homes included in the BioDistrict. To this day, the majority of residents living here do not know that they live in the BioDistrict, or what it is and what it intends to do. The law as written gives us, as voters, no way to opt out of the BioDistrict. Yet this state entity, run by an appointed board and devoted to the promotion of businesses, has been handed a great deal of control over our neighborhood’s future.
 
Members of the BioDistrict Commission already presume to speak for Mid-City. They don’t speak for us.
 
Representatives of the BioDistrict repeatedly insist that they have no designs on our residential neighborhoods, which extend to S. Rocheblave St. Yet they cannot tell us why it is so crucial to them that they include our neighborhoods, and they refuse to agree to a modified boundary.
 
If we needed reasons to substantiate why we’re uncomfortable about being part of a state-run entity, tonight’s hearing gave it to us in spades. First came Jerry Jones’ unbelievable arrogance and his disdain for New Orleans’ neighborhoods. Then came that Road Home fellow’s evasive, insensitive, endless no-answer blabbering.
 
Ask yourself – would you want one of these guys holding sway over your New Orleans home and neighborhood? Or, if you had a chance, would you fight like the dickens to get away from them?
 
We see no reason why a state entity devoted to an industry should direct the future of a solid New Orleans neighborhood. Ours is a solid New Orleans neighborhood. With a little assurance that we’re not the next construction site waiting to happen, we’ll continue to attract new and returning homeowners and continue our steady recovery.
 
The BioDistrict legislation affords opportunities for neighborhoods to opt in. Should Mid-City residents see some advantage to being included in the BioDistrict in the future, they will exercise that option and petition to have their residential neighborhoods included.
 
We urge you to amend this bill.

Sincerely,
Lili LeGardeur
Co-ordinator, GNOBEDD Working Group
Mid City Neighborhood Organization
(504) 481-6264
