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Take a well deserved few days off, Mid-city!  Put down your 

hammers, saws, stresses, and paint brushes. Don’t miss these 
2 events right here in our part of town! 

 

Jazz Fest 2007 
April 27-29 and May 4-6 

    

Thousands of musicians and fans will 
flock to our city for the celebration.  

During our recovery the party goes on 
and better than ever. This year, our 
New Orleans’ own, Harry Connick Jr. 

will close the festival on Sunday, May 
6. 
 

Dating back to 1969, and at it’s 
original location at Congo Square in 

Armstrong Park, the fest has grown by 
tremendous size.  In it’s first year, the 
event featured a Gospel Tent and four 
stages.  And, by the third year, the 

fest moved to its current location, the 
Fair Grounds. 
 

Our New Orleans Jazz and Heritage 
Festival is the most famous jazz 
festival in the United States. 
But, for many New Orleanians, it is 

simply tradition.  Over the years, it 
has not only grown in size, but has 
grown in spirit.  Each year we host the 

thousands who come to visit and enjoy 
our rich culture and heritage.  And we, 
the residents of the “Big Easy” 
embrace the event these days as one 

of recovery to our souls, a press for 
economic revival and another forward 
step to what we know as normal. 

 
2nd Annual 

Mid-City Bayou Boogaloo 
Saturday May 26th   

11am-9pm 
 

Be sure not to miss this all day festival 

of music, art and culture celebrating 
the historic neighborhood of Mid-City. 
 

Held along the banks of scenic Bayou 
St. John and on the neutral ground of 

South Jefferson Davis Parkway, the 
Boogaloo will offer games, prizes, 
canoe races, and rebuilding activities. 
 



Greenway Vision 
Earns Mid- City 
Support   
By:  Janet Pease 
 

Picture, if you will, walking out of 
your Mid City home and finding a 
nearby path bordered with lush 
green foliage.  Following this trail, 
you come across a tiny park with 
benches, a jewel-like garden and a 
sculpture representing the "flavor of 
Mid City".  Continuing down the path 
you notice many of your neighbors 
walking and cycling the path with you, 
on their way to work, to school, to 
shop and to explore New Orleans 
historic and cultural sites.   
 
This path (also called a "greenway") 
is not just a picture in your mind.  It's 
a vision shared by many lovers of 
New Orleans who are now led by a 
group called "Friends of Lafitte 
Corridor" ("FOLC").  The Lafitte 
Corridor is the right-of-way for Lafitte 
Street, once used by the Norfolk-
Southern rail line to cross New 
Orleans from Basin Street near the 
Municipal Auditorium all the way to 
Canal Boulevard near Greenwood 
Cemetery.  With most of this rail line 
now abandoned, the corridor (largely 
city-owned land) is a 3-mile length of 
open space directly connecting Mid 
City with downtown.   
 

 
 

Lafitte Corridor enters Mid-City on 
North Broad near pumping station 

at St. Louis Street  
 

With the concept of a Lafitte Corridor 
greenway proposed repeatedly by 
planners and now endorsed by both 
the Lambert and UNOP plans, FOLC 
is working to make the idea a reality.  
Supporters of the project say it will 
not only add beauty to the city's 
landscape; but will also increase 
safe transportation options for school 
children and adult commuters; 
increase public health by promoting 
walking and biking; attract visitors; 
and build community by allow 
neighborhoods beside the greenway 
to help determine how it is 
developed.  Additionally, the 
greenway project can instruct us in 
New Orleans history and geography: 
its path follows the route of the 
Carondelet Canal which once 
connected Lake Pontchartrain and 
Bayou St. John with the Mississippi 
River.   
 



 
 
At Jeff Davis Pkwy, the Lafitte 
Corridor crosses at the railroad 
tracks by the old brake tag station.  
It run  
betwen the Mid-City Post Office 
and the former Lindy Boggs 
Medical Center  
 
Finally, preserving the Lafitte 
Corridor as a greenway allows us to 
claim this historic passageway for 
public use.  In the minds of many this 
is a fitting post-Katrina reminder, as 
we rebuild, of the value of 
neighborhoods and individuals in the 
life of New Orleans.      
 
FOLC's outreach efforts have found 
broad support for its goals; 
supporters include, among others:  
District A Council Member Shelley 
Midura, District B Council Member 
Stacy Head, the Regional Planning 
Commission, the Louisiana 
Landmarks Society, the National 
Park Service, the Lake Pontchartrain 
Basin Foundation, the Tulane 
University School of Public Health, 
and the neighborhood associations 
of Mid City, Faubourg St. John and 
Tulane/Gravier.  A 2006 FOLC 
presentation to Councilman-at-Large 
Arnie Fielkow's Recreation 
Committee also got a positive 
reception.  

 
Many organizations are already 
donating services to the greenway 
project.  The national Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy is acting as 
implementation consultant to FOLC.  
The Baton Rouge firm of Brown + 
Danos Landdesign, Inc. is working 
pro bono, creating a schematic 
master plan for the project which will 
be used as a framework for detailed 
design.  D’Gerolamo Development, 
LLC, developer of the Louisiana 
Institute  
of Film Technology ("LIFT") is 
funding design and construction of 
the portion of the greenway's path 
that runs through the LIFT site and 
has also pledged additional pro bono 
design services for the project. 
 

 
 
The corridor exits Mid-City on City 
Park Ave. behind Bud’s Broiler 
(now closed)  
 
 
FOLC has also been raising 
development funds through 
contributions and grant /award 
applications and the response has 
been encouraging.  Awards from 
various organizations have been 
received through sponsor agencies 
(because FOLC does not yet have 



its 501(c) 3 designation).  Among the 
largest of these are: 
o November, 2006 -  $85,000 from 

the Governor's Recreational Trail 
Program (Louisiana DOTD) 
(sponsor: Mid City Neighborhood 
Organization);    

o December, 2006 - $313,248 from 
Louisiana's Transportation 
Enhancement Program (sponsor: 
City of New Orleans Department 
of Public Works) This award is 
specifically for construction of the 
portion of the greenway between 
Broad Street and Jefferson Davis 
Parkway;   

o January, 2007 - $10,000 from 
Bikes Belong, a national coalition 
of bicycle suppliers and retailers 
(sponsor: Urban Conservancy). 

 
In spite of this exciting start, more 
funds are needed to make the vision 
of the Lafitte Corridor Greenway a 
reality.  One planner has estimated 
that, from inception to completion, 
the project will cost over $6 million.  
So FOLC is applying for grants, 
asking for contributions, planning 
fundraising events and, most 
importantly, trying to reach out to the 
community and grow its membership.   
 
 
An annual FOLC membership costs 
only $10.00, deliberately priced to 
encourage all residents and lovers of 
New Orleans to join.  See www.folc-
nola.org to become a FOLC member 
and to learn more about the 
greenway coming soon to Mid City.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
(Map of New Orleans highlighting 
route of proposed greenway.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Phone Numbers 

 
City Of New Orleans              504-658-4000    
Richard’s (Garbage Pickup)    504-241-2142  
Info for city service problems 3-1-1 
Emergency                           9-1-1 
Non-emergency Police           504-821-2222 
Entergy                                1-800-ENTERGY 
Bellsouth                              1-888-757-6500                            
Cox Cable                             504-304-8444 
Road Home                           1-888-ROAD-2-LA 
FEMA                                    1-800-621-FEMA 
SBA                                     1-800-659-2955 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mid-City Bed and 

Breakfast recognized 

amongst Nation’s  

Top 10 B&B’s. 
By:  Natalie Lafont 

 

 
 

1896 O’Malley House 

120 South Pierce Street 
 

Ready, set, renovate!  An 
amazing feat, ready to get back 

to business the O’Malley house 
reopened the doors in January 

of 2006.  With it’s first floor 

repaired, the B & B was ready 
for guests with a new living and 

dining area complete with 
designer details and the baby 

grand piano 
 

In it’s 2006 Traveler’s Choice 
awards, the TripAdvisor, L.L.C., 

honored the O’Malley house as 
one of the top 10 bed and 

breakfasts in the U.S...   
The Traveler’s Choice awards 

recognize the world’s best 
hotels, Bed and Breakfasts, and 

Inns.  Award winners are 

selected by real travelers who 
provide their reviews and 

opinions.  Traveler’s Choice  

winners are recognized for their 
spectacular service and 

extraordinary value, according 
to Michele Perry, director of 

communications for TripAdvisor.   
 
The O’Malley House has had 

previous distinctions.  It was 
recognized previously as a top 

B&B in 2004.  And, for 
outstanding efforts, in a 

complete renovation in 2000, 
the O’Malley House received the 

Golden Hammer Award from the 
mayor’s office. 

 

Additional info about the 
O’Malley House can be found at: 

www.1896omalleyhouse.com 
 

 
 

Owners/Hosts: 

Brad Smith, Larry Watts, and Cody 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

For advertising in 
 “Heart of the City”, please 

contact Natalie Lafont at 504-

228-7325. 

 



 

Read All About it!  

Mid City Library 

Branch to Open!   
by Jeannette Thompson 
 

 
 
The Mid-City library branch will open at the site 
formerly occupied by Major Video at N. Carrollton 
and Conti.  
 

For those of you who picture libraries 
as slow-moving institutions -- stand 
back!!  A Mid-City branch is coming, 
full speed ahead! 
 
The Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation have teamed up with 
SOLINET, a regional library service 
provider based in Atlanta, to provide 
temporary libraries along the Gulf 
Coast.  New Orleans is the recipient 
of six of these.  As Mid City 
neighbors worked on the Lambert 
Plan during 2006, we were 
unanimous in wanting to have a 
branch library in our neighborhood. 
(Mid City had an active branch on 
Canal Street across from the RTA 
headquarters until 1958 when the 
Main Library was opened downtown 
on Loyola Avenue.)  So we were 
thrilled to find that representatives of 
the New Orleans Public Library were 
very receptive to the idea of locating 
a temporary branch in our 

neighborhood.  We found an  
awesome site for the library -- the 
space on the downtown side of the  
 
 
MidCity Center (Carrollton and Conti), 
where Major Video was located pre-
Katrina.   
 
In about 2 months, the new Mid City 
branch should be open. It will include 
a large main room, a separate 
children's room, and a meeting room 
as well as a number of computers for 
use by library card-holders. 
 
Temporary libraries are meant to last 
about 3 years, with planning done 
meanwhile to move into permanent 
facilities at the end of that period.  It 
is hoped that our Mid City branch will 
see enough activity from the very 
beginning to make a strong case for 
having a permanent branch in our 
neighborhood.   
 
The Mid-City Neighborhood 
Organization’s Library Committee 
was formed to assist with funding, 
public relations, and other needs of 
this new branch.  The committee is 
currently very busy planning for the 
opening which will include a public 
celebration.  If you would like to join 
the Library Committee, please 
contact the committee chair, 
Jeannette Thompson (home phone:  
486-8051; email:  
jeannett0@yahoo.com [zero before 
@].     
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Mid-City Mingling!  
 
Mid-City Neighborhood Guide 
Release Party:  March 31 st 2-4 @ 
Venezia’s 134 N. Carrollton Ave 
 
Neighborhood Recovery 
Meetings:  1 st Monday of each 
Month 6:30-8:30 @ Grace 
Episcopal Church 
 
Jazz Fest: April 27-29 & May 4-6 @ 
the Fairgrounds 
  
Bayou Boogaloo:  Sat. May 26 th 
11am-9pm along Bayou St. John 
between Orleans and Jeff Davis 
Pkwy 
 
 
 

The Katreena Report 
By:  Natalie Lafont 

 

Monique Pilie would like to 

thank everyone who helped 
make the Hike for Katreena 

fundraiser @ Sip Wine Bar a 
huge success.  $8000.00 was 

raised that evening.   A special 
thanks goes out to all the Mid-

City businesses that contributed 

to the event and everyone who 
came out and supported this 

cause.  As of mid March, 70 
trees have been planted with 

another 20 to be planted by the 
end of the third week of March. 

Monique and her volunteers will 
be doing a planting on Iberville 

in the beginning of April so 
check the website, 

www.hikeforkatreena.com for 

more details and dates.  Hike 
for Katreena is still in need of a 

pickup truck if anyone out there 
can help.  This would really 

speed up the planting process 
and remember all donations are 

tax deductible.  Many calls and 
emails have been received 

emails from residences who 
would like trees and Monique 

and her volunteers are 
responding as quickly as they 

can to all requests.  Hike For 
Katreena would like to thank 

everyone for their continued 

support and they look forward 
to being able to plant trees in 

your neighborhood.  Feel free to 
call Monique @301-5628 if you 

have any questions or would 
like a tree planted by your 

house. 
 
 

 
Trees awaiting your call for planting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of the City is the quarterly newsletter of 
the Mid-City Neighborhood Organization.  If 
you have an event, story, or feature that you wish 
to share with your fellow residents, please 
contact Natalie Lafont at  
228-7325 or email us at 
administration@MCNO.org 

 

 
 

The Mid-City Communications Committee 
is seeking an individual(s) to volunteer to 

lead the “Block Admiral Program”.  This 
person would organize a team of persons 
assigned to each block of Mid-City, as well 
as, assist in defining goals for Mid-City 
wide improvement on a block to block 
basis.  If you are that interested person(s),  
please contact Bart Everson at 812-391-

0818 or by email at:  b@rox.com 

 

 

Grand Unveiling of Mid-City 

Neighborhood Guide 

By: Bart Everson  
 

Join Stay Local! and Mid-City 
residents and business owners 

at recently re-opened Venezia 
Restaurant near the corner of N. 

Carrollton and Canal St. on 
March 31st from 2-4 pm to 

celebrate the release of Stay 
Local’s First Neighborhood Guide 

& Map. Giveaways and coupons 
for special offers from local area 

businesses, and entertainment 
by local “mostly girl vintage jazz 

band” Some Like it Hot are just 

part of the fun.  

 

 

Safety tips while out 

and about as we 

Spring forward 
By:  Natalie Lafont 
 

Be Alert When Walking 

about! 
 

Avoid walking alone. 

 
Stay in well-lighted areas. 

 
Walk with confidence and at a 

steady pace. 
 

Walk on the side of the street 

facing traffic. 
 

If a driver stops to ask 
directions, avoid getting near 

the vehicle. 
 

If a car appears to be following 
you, turn and walk in the 

opposite direction. 
 

Carry a whistle and use it if you 
feel you are in danger. 

 
If you are in trouble, attract 

help any way you can. Yell, call 

for help, shout "fire", or break a 
window. 

 
Above all, always be aware of 

your surroundings and the 
people around you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Mid-City is on the Upbeat! 
By: Natalie Lafont 
 
My occupation requires lots of driving around 
town, and with the recent mild weather and burst 
of sunshine, the energy in our community gives 
me a sense of renewal.  While we still have our 
issues as they relate to crime, politics, blight, and 
difficult processes, our community is proving its 
energy and is tireless for the tasks ahead of us.   
 
On each and every street I travel, people are 
working to get back to normal.  They are either 
planning, construction is underway, or they await 
the means poised and ready to get started.  In 
any case, we are here.  In our homes, a 
temporary apartment, or trailer; we choose here 
to live.  The commitment is impressive and gain 
is really starting to reveal itself. 
 

 
Kris Maleig & Alan Foss set up temporary electricit y 
source at a construction site. 
 
The scale of commitment is incredibly layered, 
ranging from the homeowner rebuilding to 
beautify and recondition, to those who are 
passionate about preserving architecture, to our 
residents who attend the monthly recovery 
meetings.  The individual efforts and volunteer 
groups for litter, trash, grass cutting, and helping 
the elderly, to those who are still caring for stray 
animals are just to name a few of the hundreds.   
 

 
Jesuit Baseball practice on Banks Street 
 
We have over 200 businesses’ open in our 
community and each time a new business opens 
everybody gets excited, as well as, when an 

established business reopens, we all feel the 
merchant’s commitment to reopen and bask in 
the sense of pre-K normalcy only shiny new but 
with the old familiar warmth. 
 

 
Time for a cold one at the Banks Street Bar 
 

 
The snowball line at Pandora’s is getting long 
 

 
Open for business on Carrollton Ave. 
 
I, like all of us of course know of that tons of 
recovery efforts are going on all the time and 
have been going on.  But it’s with our recent 
change of season that the improvements are 
really showing promise.  It’s that time of year that 
we all get that spring fever.  Take a moment to 
reflect how far we’ve come.  Our community is 
strong and we love it here.  The energy all 
around is good for our spirits and our sense of 
stability as a community continues to strengthen.   
From individual to group efforts, to new 
community projects, to new and established 
business’, and down to the fresh coat of paint, 
Mid-city truly is on the upbeat! 



Lights! Camera! 
Community!   
By:  Janet Pease 
 

 
Existing Comisky Park building and basketball 
court ;will be demolished and replaced by 
Community Center which will include anew NBA-
sized indoor court and other amenities.  
 

A seven-episode television 
series called "ReNewOrleans"  

( www.reneworleanstv.com ) 

will begin filming this spring 
featuring a project to create a 

community center within 
Comiskey Playground in Mid City. 

 
The idea was born in Los 

Angeles at marketing and 
advertising agency, DNA 

Creative Media, as the staff 
discussed their desire to help 

New Orleans recover from 
Hurricane Katrina.  They 

decided to invite corporate 
sponsors to join them in a 

rebuilding project that would 

create a community center for a 
flooded New Orleans 

neighborhood.  The building of 
the center would be filmed as a 

reality series, similar in concept 
to "Extreme Makeover", but 

with an entire neighborhood 

rather than just one family as 

the beneficiary.      
 

Roy Mack of the Louisiana 
Department of Economic 

Development worked with DNA 
Creative Media to find 

neighborhoods which would be a 
good match for the project.  

Early this year Mid City was 
chosen by DNA and prime 

sponsor, BrandSource, a retailer 
specializing in home appliances, 

electronics and home 
furnishings. 

( www.brandsource.com )   

An important consideration in 
the decision was the strong 

desire for a community center 
expressed in the recovery plan 

generated by Mid City residents 
in 2006. 

 
Comiskey Park was chosen as 

the site for the project because 
of its central location in Mid City 

and because the land is already 
City-owned.  Doug Joubert, 

Chairman of MCNO's Green 
Space & Public Space 

Committee, sought 

neighborhood input during 
several public meetings held at 

Grace Episcopal Church earlier 
this year.  The meetings 

produced a list of features 
desired at the center as well as 

discussions of concerns about 
safety, parking and preservation 

of green space. 
 

On February 6th, a contract was 
signed between the City of New 

Orleans and DNA Creative Media 



to build the center and donate it 

to the City once construction is 
completed.  Mid City is 

responsible for demolition of the 
existing outdoor basketball 

court and cinder block building 
now on the site; MCNO is 

seeking a demolition company 
to donate its services.  The 

demolition will be filmed as part 
of the "ReNewOrleans" TV series. 

 
Doug Joubert said that 

architectural plans for the 
center  

 

 

are now in progress and that he  

will lead another public meeting 
soon to allow neighborhood 

residents to review the plans 
and provide feedback to the 

designer.  Constraints on the 
center and site design include 

the need to maintain the current 
ratio of green space to building 

space and also to provide 
additional parking.  

 
 

The community center will be 

positioned on the commercially-
zoned S. Jefferson Davis / 

D'Hemecourt corner of the 
playground to reduce noise and 

traffic affecting residences on S. 
Clark and Baudin Streets.  The 

center will be a 2-story building 
- 15,000-18,000 square feet - 

and will include an indoor NBA-
sized basketball court; a 4-

station kitchen with commercial 
grade appliances (to be used for 

cooking classes and demos); 

and a general purpose room for 

meetings, theater, dance & 
exercise.  A state-of-the-art 

computer lab with Internet 
access will encourage research 

by students of all ages as well 
as helping families and friends 

divided by Katrina to 
communicate by email with 

those still waiting to come home.  
MCNO also will invite NOPD to 

establish a sub-station at the 
community center to enhance 

safety. 
 

Construction and filming is set 

to begin in April with the series 
airing for the second 

anniversary of Katrina (i.e. late 
August / early September, 

2007).  Local residents will be 
featured in the national 

television series with their 
permission. 

 
MCNO wants to thank Council 

Members Stacy Head, Shelley 
Midura and Arnie Fielkow whose 

offices were instrumental in 
moving the community center 

project forward.  MCNO resident, 

Virginia Blanque, working as 
Councilman Fielkow's Director of 

Neighborhood and Constituent 
Relations, recently expressed 

her satisfaction to see the 
center becoming a reality: "It 

will enable all of our neighbors 
to be stakeholders in a 

community project which they 
can call their own." 
 
 
 


